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ANNUAL  REPORT 
1954 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors , 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Eyres  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  year  1954. 

Vital  Statistics 

The  estimated  population  increased  by  120  to  12,470. 
The  total  number  of  live-births  increased  by  5,  making  a  total 
of  152.  The  total  deaths  decreased  by  14,  to  a  total  of  187. 

The  Comparative  Birth  and  Death  Rates  both  show 
marked  differences  compared  with  1953.  The  birth-rate 
increased  from  12  4  per  1,000  of  the  population,  to  14*6.  The 
death-rate  fell  from  11*4  to  9' 9 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  three 
infants  under  1  year  of  age  during  the  year.  Two  of  these 
deaths  were  due  to  prematurity  and  might  be  considered 
inevitable.  The  third  was  due  to  gastro-enteritis  of  an 
unknown  origin. 

For  interest,  I  have  included  extracts  from  the  vital 
statistics  for  the  years  1900  and  1920,  for  comparison. 


Year 

Population 

Deaths  under 
1  year 

Deaths 
all  ayes 

Deaths 
from  T.  B. 

1900 

10600 

22 

134 

21 

1920 

10297 

9 

145 

10 

1954 

12470 

3 

187 

2 

Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  only  one  notified  case  of  measles  in  1954,  com¬ 
pared  with  275  in  the  previous  year.  Whooping-cough  noti¬ 
fications  also  fell,  from  65  in  1953  to  only  8  in  1954.  This 
latter  disease  can  be  one  of  the  most  serious  infections  from 
which  infants  can  suffer.  Not  only  is  it  an  immediate 
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danger  to  the  life  of  the  child,  but  it  can,  and  often  does, 
cause  permanent  damage  to  the  lungs,  with  resultant  dis¬ 
ability  in  adult  life.  An  improved  vaccine  against  whooping 
cough  has  recently  become  available,  and  it  is  hoped  that  all 
parents  will  arrange  for  their  children  to  be  given  protective 
inoculations  with  this  vaccine,  starting  at  three  months  old. 
It  can  be  combined  with  anti-diphtheria  vaccine  and  given  at 
the  age  of  three  months. 


Tuberculosis 

Twelve  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  which  7  were  fresh  cases.  Two  patients  died  from  the 
disease.  Only  one  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis 
occurred,  and  this  child  undoubtedly  contracted  the  disease 
whilst  on  holiday  on  the  mainland  when  he  consumed  milk 
which  was  neither  T.T.  nor  pasteurised.  Parents  are  strongly 
advised  to  ensure  that,  when  their  children  go  away  on 
holiday  or  have  meals  away  from  home,  any  milk  they  receive 
should  be  T.T.,  pasteurised,  or  boiled. 

Housing 

During  1954,  35  families  were  re-housed  by  the  Council. 
Sixty-seven  houses  and  flats  were  completed  during  the 
year,  of  which  49  were  by  private  enterprise  and  18  by  the 
local  authority. 

Sanitary  Inspector 

On  the  7th  December,  1953,  Mr.  K.  J.  Hadler,  your 
additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  resigned  and  was  not  replaced. 
Since  then  your  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  N.  D.  G. 
Tubb,  has  carried  out  his  duties  without  the  aid  of  an 
assistant.  I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
considerable  amount  of  work  done  by  him  since  he  was 
appointed  to  his  post,  which  has  resulted  in  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district.  However, 
I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  a  leading  holiday  resort  such 
as  Sandown-Shanklin,  with  an  estimated  summer  population 
of  40,000,  plus  day-trippers,  cannot  afford  to  economise  in 
this  way.  Inspection  of  catering  establishments  alone  is  an 
essential  and  time-consuming  duty  which,  during  the  summer 
months,  should  be  continuous. 
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Prosecutions  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

As  a  result  of  conditions  found  at  one  establishment, 
your  Public  Health  Committee  decided  to  prosecute  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  This  prosecution  was 
successful. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Miss  Eyles  and 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  WARREN  BROWNE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics 


(1)  GENERAL 

Area  of  LTrban  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  3,509 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954) 

according  to  rate  book  .  4,820 

Rateable  Value  .  £143,987 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  .  £605 

Total  Hours  of  Sunshine  during  1954  ...  ...  1702' 3 


Jan.  80*3  Feb.  729  Mar.  1383  Apr.  249  3 

May  178-2  June  1852  July  180*4  Aug.  194*6 

Sept.  187-2  Oct.  113*1  Nov.  65’8  Dec.  57 

(2)  VITAL 

Population  (Registrar-General's  Estimate)  ...  12,470 


Births  M.  F. 

No.  of  live  legitimate  births  71  76  147 

No.  of  live  illegitimate  births  2  3  ...  5 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 

estimated  resident  population  12*2 

Comparative  factor  (births)  ...  ...  ...  P20 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  14*6 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  England  and  Wales  15*2 
No.  of  legitimate  stillbirths  3  2  ...  5 

No.  of  illegitimate  stillbirths  1  —  ...  1 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths  ...  38*0 


Deaths  M.  F. 

Total  No.  of  deaths  ...  85  102 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 
estimated  resident  population 
Comparative  factor  (deaths) 

Comparative  Death  Rate 
Death  Rate  England  and  Wales 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  stillbirths) 

No.  of  deaths  of  legitimate  M.  F. 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  2  1 

No.  of  deaths  of  illegitimate 

infants  under  1  year  of  age  —  — 

Death  Rate  of  all  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 
Death  Rate  legitimate  infants  per  1,000 
legitimate  live  births  ... 

Death  Rate  illegitimate  infants  per  1,000 
illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 


187 

150 

0-66 

9*9 

113 

1 

6*3 

3 

Nil 

19- 7 

20- 4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

29 
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Causes  of  Death 


Cause 

Maee 

Femaee 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

(i) 

— 

(1) 

Tubercloisis,  other 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Syphillitic  disease 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Diphtheria 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Measles 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

(i) 

— 

(-) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

(2) 

3 

(1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

5 

(1) 

1 

(1) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

(-) 

2 

(5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

- = 

(-) 

— 

(2) 

neoplasms  ... 

7 

(12) 

9 

(13) 

Ueukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

(2) 

— 

(1) 

Diabetes 

— 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

13 

(18) 

18 

(23) 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

25 

(13) 

16 

(15) 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

2 

(2) 

2 

(1) 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

8 

(19) 

30 

(26) 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

(2) 

1 

(3) 

Influenza 

— 

(2) 

1 

(2) 

Pneumonia  ... 

— 

(1) 

4 

(2) 

Bronchitis 

2 

(-) 

— 

(2) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(2) 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

1 

(— ) 

1 

(1) 

Nephritis  and  nephroses 

— 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(5) 

— 

(-) 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

(-) 

I 

(-) 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

(5) 

8 

(8) 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

All  other  accidents  ... 

1 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

Suicide 

1 

(1) 

— 

(-) 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

Aee  Causes  ... 

85 

(90) 

102  (111) 

N.B. — Figures  for  1953  are  entered  in  brackets. 
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Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious 
and  other  Diseases 


Disease. 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  admitted  Total  Deaths 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- -  - 

Diphtheria 

— 

—  — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

4 

2 

Pneumonia 

1 

—  — 

Erysipleas 

1 

1  — 

Measles 

1 

—  — 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Meningoccocal  Infection 

— 

—  — 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

1  — 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

—  — 

Poliolmyelitis  (Non- 
Paralytic) 

3 

3  — 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

1  — 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

—  — 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post- 
infectious) 

1 

1  — 

Total 


21 
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Age  at  Date  of  Notification 
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Under  1 

1  and  under  2 

2  ,,  3 

3  ,,  4 

4  5 

5  „  10 

10  „  15 

15  ,,  20 

20  ,,  35 

35  „  45 

45  „  65 

65  and  over 

Totals 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

(a)  Total  number  of  outbreaks  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  single  cases  (cause  unknown)  1 

(c)  Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Diphtheria  Prophylaxis 

Estimated  percentage  of  child  population  considered  to 
have  been  immunised  at  31/12/54. 

Under  5  years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  61*0 

Age  5  to  15  years  ...  ...  ...  79’5 
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Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  Deaths 


AGE  PERIODS 

Palm 

M 

onary 

F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

l 

Totals 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

l 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Totals 

0  and  under 

1 

1  y  y  y  y 

5 

5  , ,  , , 

15 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  , ,  , , 

20 

— 

20  ,, 

25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  , , 

35 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35  ,, 

45 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45  , , 

55 

55  , ,  , , 

65 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

65  , , 

75 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

75  and  over 

Total 

... 

7 

4 

1 

— 

12* 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

*This  total  includes  4  transfers  from  the  mainland,  and 
1  old  “  recovered  ”  case  re-entered  on  the  register. 


Non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  (Schools  return)  : 


Chicken  pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Mumps  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

German  Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Ringworm  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Total  ...  63 


Food  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Acts,  1944 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1954  ...  10 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  T.B.  positive  Nil 

Number  of  samples  in  which  Brucella  Abortus 

was  isolated  .  ...  ...  ...  1 
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Town  Hale, 

Shanklin,  I.W. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Sandown-Shanklin  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Uady  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  second  annual  report 
on  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Urban  District  and  the 
work  carried  out  during  1954. 

This  report  is  again  set  out  separately  by  courtesy  of 
Dr.  D.  Warren  Browne,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  vacancy  in  the  position  of  Additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  has  occasioned  a  good  deal  of  extra  work  and  has 
inevitably  resulted  in  less  routine  inspection  work  being 
carried  out. 

During  the  year  the  department  permanently  removed 
from  the  offices  in  Victoria  Avenue,  Shanklin,  to  the  Town 
Hall,  Shanklin.  This  has  proved  a  desirable  improvement, 
particularly  from  an  administrative  point  of  view. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  support  given  me 
by  the  Public  Health  Committee  in  particular  and  the  Council 
in  general  and  would  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
given  by  my  colleagues  in  other  departments. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  Iy.  G.  TUBB, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
1.  Water  Supply 

The  main  water  supply  for  the  Urban  District  falls 
broadly  into  three  sections,  although  the  supplies  have 
become  linked  to  a  greater  extent  as  alterations  and  improve¬ 
ments  are  effected  by  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water  Board. 

Sandown.  This  supply  is  derived  mainly  from  the  River 
Yar  and  from  Dyer’s  Springs  at  Newchurch. 

Shanklin.  This  supply  is  derived  mainly  from  the  catch¬ 
ment  areas  of  Wroxall,  Cowlease  and  Greatwoods  and 
from  the  Chillerton  Wells. 

Uuccombe  ViEEAGE.  This  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Saint 
Boniface  Down  and  is  pumped  to  the  area  by  means  of  a 
hydraulic  ram  which  raises  the  water  to  a  storage 
reservoir  from  which  the  village  is  supplied  by  gravitation. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  are  three  known  private 
supplies,  where  no  supply  from  the  Isle  of  Wight  Water 
Board  mains  is  available.  The  first  two  of  these,  supply  two 
premises  each.  All  have  now  installed  domestic  plants  for 
water  purification,  two  within  the  year  under  review.  The 
third  is  an  isolated  farm  drawing  its  supply  from  wells.  In 
this  last  case  the  quality  of  the  water  is  such  that  the  boiling 
of  all  water  used  for  domestic  purposes  has  been  advised. 

During  the  year  170  samples  of  water  have  been  taken 
(from  domestic  supplies)  some  70  less  than  in  the  previous 
year.  The  results  classified  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  standards  are  : — 


Highly  satisfactory 

122 

Satisfactory 

12 

Suspicious 

17 

Unsatisfactory 

19 

Total 

170 

In  addition  1  sample  was  taken  of  seepage  water  to 
ascertain  the  nature  of  the  water  and  1  sample  was  taken  from 
a  Boating  Bake  to  assist  in  the  clearance  of  weeds  by  the 
addition  of  chemicals. 

3  samples  were  taken  from  the  “  Blue  Lagoon  ”  Swimming 
Pool  at  Sandown  and  in  each  case  the  result  showed  the  water 
to  be  satisfactory.  Tests  for  residual  chlorine  were  made  at 
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the  Swimming  Pool  at  frequent  intervals  to  ensure  the 
chlorine  content  was  neither  inadequate  nor  excessive. 

Two  samples  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and 
extracts  from  the  Analyst’s  reports  are  given  below  : — 

Sandown.  “  This  sample  has  opalescence  and  deposit,  the 
turbidity  being  appreciable  and  therefore  objectionable. 
The  water  is  neutral  in  reaction,  has  very  moderate  hard¬ 
ness  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  con¬ 
stituents  in  solution.  Appreciable  but  not  excessive 
traces  of  iron,  aluminium  and  zinc  were  present  and  a 
negligible  trace  of  manganese.  The  water  shows  notice¬ 
able  colour  and  it  is  not  of  a  high  standard  of  organic 
quality.  Treatment  has  not  been  efficient  and  the  lack 
of  clarity  and  taste  are  unsatisfactory  features.  As  judged 
from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis,  however,  the 
water  is  not  considered  unwholesome  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.” 

Shanklin.  “  This  sample  is  reasonably  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance,  neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals 
apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  The  water  is  hard 
in  character  but  not  to  an  excessive  degree  and  it  contains 
no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constitutents  in  solution. 
It  is  of  a  very  satisfactory  organic  quality.” 

From  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis  these  results 
are  indicative  of  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

2.  Drainage 

The  department  are  responsible  for  the  supervision  and 
testing  of  all  drainage  work  with  the  exception  of  the  drainage 
of  new  buildings,  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor. 

During  the  year  some  264  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  this  work  and  one  premises  previously  drained  to  a 
cesspool  was  connected  to  the  main  sewer. 

3.  Public  Cleansing 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  within  the  Urban 
District  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Surveyor.  A  weekly 
collection  is  made  throughout  the  year  with  an  increased  ser¬ 
vice  for  certain  parts  of  the  district  during  the  summer 
months.  Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a 
site  where  reclamation  of  marsh  land  is  progressing. 
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The  purchase  of  a  mechanical  bulldozer  and  scraper 
during  the  year  has  made  the  consolidation  and  covering  of 
each  day’s  intake  of  refuse,  even  during  the  peak  periods  of 
the  year,  more  efficient. 

By  co-operation  with  the  Surveyor,  lists  of  premises  found 
to  have  defective  or  insufficient  refuse  receptacles,  were  made 
by  the  refuse  collection  crews  and  forwarded  to  this  depart¬ 
ment  for  checking.  Following  inspection  some  126  notices 
were  served  requiring  the  provision  of  sufficient  suitable 
dustbins  and  compliance  was  effected  in  all  but  two  cases. 

4.  Camping  Sites. 

Applications  for  the  use  of  land  as  a  site  for  moveable 
dwellings  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
were  made  and  granted  in  five  cases.  No  fresh  applications 
were  received  during  the  year.  Of  the  five  licences  granted 
four  were  for  caravan  sites  and  one  for  a  portion  of  land  at  a 
farm  where  tented  camps  for  organised  bodies  only  are  allowed. 

The  total  acreage  licensed  is  31 J  acres  and  this  provides 
for  some  470  caravans  or  tents  to  be  stationed  on  these  sites. 

With  the  exception  of  the  tented  site,  all  sites  have 
water  carriage  systems  of  drainage.  Outfall  is  to  the  sewer 
in  three  cases  and  in  the  remaining  case  a  modern  and 
efficient  sewage  disposal  plant  has  been  installed.  In  these 
four  cases  water  is  from  the  main  supply  to  stand-pipes. 

In  the  case  of  the  tented  site  chemical  closets  are  used 
and  water  is  obtained  from  wells. 

The  running  of  the  sites  was  generally  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  individual  licences  to  station 
moveable  dwellings  were  granted  in  two  cases. 

5.  Shops 

The  routine  inspection  of  Shops  in  respect  of  health  and 
welfare  provisions  has  continued  during  the  year. 

It  is  sometimes  difficult  to  strike  a  reasonable  balance  in 
requirements,  due  to  the  fact  that  in  some  instances,  premises 
are  only  open  for  some  four  months  of  the  year  and  in  other 
cases  the  numbers  of  staff  employed  during  the  season  and  the 
remaining  eight  months  of  the  year,  vary  very  considerably. 
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Tlie  Council,  having  accepted  delegated  powers  from  the 
Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  are  a  Shops  Act  Authority, 
responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  of  the  Shops 
Act,  1950,  in  respect  of  Closing  Hours  and  Sunday  Trading. 

6.  Insect  Pest  Control 

During  the  year  21  premises  were  disinfested  from  insect 
pests  not  officially  classified  as  vermin.  Cockroaches  and  flies 
were  again  the  most  common  sources  of  infestation. 

In  May,  a  sudden  and  heavy  infestation  of  flies  occurred 
in  one  part  of  the  district.  Specimens  were  taken  and 
identified  as  Dilophus  febrilis  and  Bibio  Marci.  These  flies 
unlike  the  common  house  fly,  live  and  feed  on  vegetation, 
chiefly  grass.  After  a  period  of  some  thirty-six  hours  the 
infestation  disappeared  as  suddenly  as  it  had  occurred  and 
was  attributed  to  the  climatic  conditions  existing  at  the  time. 

7.  Verminous  Premises 

11  premises  were  disinfested  from  vermin  during  the  year 
4  from  bed-bugs  and  7  from  fleas.  In  2  cases  verminous 
furniture  and  bedding  were  compulsorily  destroyed. 

8.  Rodent  Control 

Rodent  control  work  in  the  district  is  dealt  with  by  the 
County  Rodent  Officer  and  staff,  who  work  under  the  control 
of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Joint  Rodent  Destruction  Committee. 

Any  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  or  infestations 
found  in  course  of  other  inspections  are  referred  to  the  County 
Rodent  Officer  for  attention. 

9.  Complaints 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
totalled  246  an  increase  over  the  number  received  in  1953  : — 


Sanitary  Defects  ... 

66 

Drainage  &  Sanitary  Arrangements 

52 

Rodent  Infestations 

19 

Insect  Infestations  (all) 

33 

Smoke  &  Grit  Emission 

3 

Food  (Quality  Soundness) 

9 

Water  Supply 

12 

Refuse  Collection  &  Storage 

Offensive  Odours,  Accumulations  & 

11 

Deposits 

36 

Miscellaneous 

5 

Total 

246 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect  of  the 
year  1954  for  the  Urban  District  of  Sandown-Shanklin  in  the 
County  of  the  Isle  of  Wight. 

Part  I  of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

i 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

6 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

57 

14 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  Is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

Total 

63 

18 

1 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Number  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspector  Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

1 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective  ... 

1 

2 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 
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HOUSING 

11.  General 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Housing  Repairs  &  Rents 
Act,  1954,  in  August,  widened  the  scope  of  the  housing  work  of 
Local  Authorities  considerably  in  three  main  aspects. 

Firstly  the  information  which  the  Act  requires  each  Local 
Authority  to  submit  to  the  Minister  within  one  year,  can  only 
be  accurately  obtained  by  a  preliminary  housing  survey  of 
the  whole  district,  followed  by  detailed  survey  of  all  premises 
found  to  be  sub-standard. 

Secondly  the  provisions  regarding  increase  of  rent  have 
resulted  in  many  applications  for  help  and  advice  both  from 
tenants  and  owners. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  three  applications  for  Certificates 
of  Disrepair  had  been  applied  for  and  granted.  This  number 
would  however  not  give  any  indication  as  to  the  the  number 
of  instances  where  owners  have  served  notice  of  intention  to 
increase  rents. 

The  amendments  to  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  the  new  Act  relating  to  Improvement  Grants  have 
also  brought  many  enquiries  from  owners. 

Even  in  the  short  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  Act 
came  into  force,  it  appears  likely  that  the  Government’s 
intention  of  improving  and  prolonging  the  life  of  sub-standard 
property  by  the  Improvement  Grants  scheme,  will  be  frus¬ 
trated  to  a  considerable  degree.  The  provision  which  allows 
a  tenant  to  refuse  to  pay  an  increased  rent,  has,  in  a  number 
of  cases  prevented  a  willing  owner  from  improving  his 
property,  however  low  the  present  rent  may  be  and  however 
reasonable  the  new  rent  fixed  may  be  in  relation  to  the  amenities 
which  would  be  provided  for  the  tenants  enjoyment  in  the 
repaired  and  improved  premises. 

The  tabulated  statement  required  by  Article  31  of  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  is  given  below  : — 

1.  Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  48 

2.  Number  of  houses,  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  by  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  40 

3.  Number  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 

Authority  with  a  view  : 

(a)  serving  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  0 

(b)  the  making  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  ...  4 
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4.  Number  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution 

of  works  .  0 

5.  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

6.  Number  of  demolition  or  closing  orders  made  ...  3 

7.  Number  where  an  undertaking  was  accepted  ...  0 

8.  Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  0 

It  has  been  the  continued  policy  of  this  Authority  to 
secure  the  execution  of  works  mainly  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Public  Health  Act  rather  than  the  Housing  Acts,  until 
the  survey,  just  begun,  has  clarified  the  position. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
12.  Milk  Supply 

There  are  seven  dairies  (in  the  district)  registered  under 
the  Milk  &  Dairies  Regulations  1949. 

There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  Urban  district 
although  most  of  the  milk  supplied  is  pasteurised.  There 
is  one  premises  where  T.T.  raw  milk  and  pasteurised  bulk 
milk  are  bottled  the  latter  being  sold  as  raw  milk. 

A  small  number  of  consumers  receive  their  supplies 
direct  from  farms. 

The  results  of  samples  taken,  including  School  milks, 
are  given  below  : — 


Designation 
of  Milk 

No. 

Taken 

Phosp 

Te 

latase 

st 

Meth 

Blue 

ylene 

Test 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

P. 

F. 

P. 

F. 

Pasteurised 

82 

82 

— 

80 

2 

80 

2 

Pasteurised  T.T. 

12 

12 

— 

12 

— 

12 

— 

T.T.  (raw) 

23 

— 

— 

19 

4 

19 

4 

Raw  (ungraded) 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

119 

94 

— 

112 

7 

112 

7 
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13.  Ice  Cream 

Four  producers  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
Ice  Cream  within  the  district.  Only  one  of  these  produces 
for  retail  distribution  throughout  the  area,  two  produce  for 
retail  sale  and  consumption  only  from  their  own  premises 
and  one  has  discontinued  manufacture  since  last  year. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  has  now  risen  to  189,  twelve  new 
registrations  having  been  granted  during  the  year.  Inspec¬ 
tions  during  the  year  showed  that  ice  cream  is  no  longer  sold 
from  17  premises  which  are  nevertheless  suitable  and 
registered. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  producers  who  manufacture 
solely  for  their  own  use  the  remainder  derive  their  supply  of 
ice  cream  from  five  sources. 

During  the  year  23  samples  were  taken.  The  results  of 
the  bacteriological  analysis  of  these  samples  were  as  follows  : — 


Grade  I 

19  samples 

82% 

Grade  II  ... 

3  samples 

14% 

Grade  III  ... 

1  sample 

4% 

Grade  IV  ... 

. . .  — 

— 

23  samples 

100% 

Although  the  number  of  samples  taken  was  less  than  in 
the  previous  year  the  percentage  of  results  classed  as  satis¬ 
factory  rose  from  83%  to  96% 

In  addition  to  the  above  5  samples  of  Ice-Tollies  were 
taken.  In  each  case  the  result  of  the  bacteriological  analysis 
was  satisfactory  and  they  were  placed  in  Grade  I. 

14.  Slaughterhouse 

With  the  passing  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  and 
the  announcement  of  the  decontrol  of  meat  in  July,  some 
apprehension  was  felt  regarding  the  adequacy  of  slaughtering 
facilities  which  would  be  available  to  the  local  butchers. 

No  slaughterhouses  were  in  operation  within  the  Urban 
District  during  the  years  of  meat  control  and  only  one  of  those 
previously  in  use  was  in  any  way  suitable  for  improvement 
and  re-use. 

After  long  and  careful  consideration  the  Council  even¬ 
tually  decided  to  repair,  improve  and  equip  premises  owned 
by  them  at  Fort  Mews,  Sandown,  as  a  small  public  slaughter¬ 
house. 
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The  works  of  alterations,  repair  and  improvement  have 
been  completed  and  the  premises  will  be  opened  for  use  as 
soon  as  outstanding  orders  for  equipment  are  met  and  the 
proposed  scale  of  charges  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry 
of  Food. 

15.  Licensed  Premises 

A  general  policy  of  renovation  and  in  some  cases  struc¬ 
tural  alteration  and  improvement  has  been  continued  during 
the  year. 

This  has  resulted  in  much  improved  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  in  two  cases  and  in  additional  bar  space  with 
modernised  serving  facilities  in  a  third  premises. 

A  very  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  and  hygiene 
was  maintained  by  Licensees. 

16.  Bakehouses 

There  are  seven  bakehouses  operating  in  the  district 
and  throughout  the  year  a  reasonable  standard  was  main¬ 
tained.  None  is  an  underground  bakehouse.  In  three  cases 
the  premises  are  obsolescent  and  inadequate  in  size  bearing 
in  mind  the  output  required  from  them. 

The  seasonal  aspect  of  a  holiday  resort  again  causes 
difficulty  in  this  trade.  Premises  may  be  quite  adequate  for 
normal  output,  but  with  the  heavy  extra  seasonal  demand, 
premises,  equipment  and  working  space,  become  overburdened 
and  congested  with  a  resultant  general  lowering  of  standards. 

17.  Food  Premises  and  Food  Hygiene 

Improvements  to  food  premises  generally,  have  con¬ 
tinued  during  the  year  although  on  a  considerably  reduced 
scale  to  that  of  1953. 

The  ready  co-operation  of  owners  and  occupiers,  with 
few  exceptions  has  resulted  in  a  higher  standard  of  hygiene 
generally  in  regard  to  premises  and  amenities. 

The  main  difficulty  remains  in  regard  to  the  “  human 
element  ”  of  employees,  particularly  where  they  are  only 
seasonal  helpers  with  no  or  little  previous  experience  in  food 
hygiene  and  handling  and  where  the  period  of  their  employ¬ 
ment  is  only  for  three  or  four  months. 

The  time  available  for  the  training  of  such  employees  is 
extremely  limited,  as  is  their  interest,  in  the  majority  of  such 
cases.  The  position  is  further  aggravated  by  the  fact  that 
the  demand  for  seasonal  labour  still  far  exceeds  the  supply. 
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During  the  year  lectures  on  food  hygiene  have  been  given 
to  various  Women's  Organisations,  Hoteliers  and  other  Com¬ 
munal  Associations.  While  the  interest  of  such  organisations, 
managements  and  the  general  public  is  appreciated,  there  is 
nevertheless  no  doubt  that  in  the  main  it  is  the  employees 
who  most  need  to  become  interested,  trained  and  encouraged 
to  implement  such  training.  Any  step  which  can  be  taken  to 
this  end  is  the  most  likely  to  effect  real  progress  and  improve¬ 
ment. 

Classification  of  Food  Premises 


Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  189 

P'ishmongers  &  Poulterers  ...  7 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Dairies  &  Milkshops  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers  &  Fruiterers  ...  18 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

Restaurants  &  Cafes  ...  ...  78 

Kiosks  &  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  27 

Incensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  30 

Bakers  &  Confectioners  ...  ...  12 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  above  classification  refers  to  the  main  business  of 
the  premises  in  an  endeavour  to  avoid  as  much  overlapping  as 
possible.  There  are  many  instances  however  where  for 
example,  a  shop  classed  as  a  grocers,  sells  greengrocery  and 
fruit  and/or  wrapped  bread  and  cakes. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  Section  14 

The  premises  registered  under  the  above  Act  and  Section 
are  : — 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage/Sale  of 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  189 

Registered  for  the  Manufacture  of  Sausages  and/or 

Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Total  .  198 


During  the  year  182  visits  were  made  to  the  above 
registered  premises. 

18.  Foodstuffs  Condemned  as  Unfit 

The  amounts  of  various  foods  which  were  condemned 


20 


and  voluntarily  surrendered  during  the  year  are  given  in  the 


following  tabulated  statement  : — 

Fresh  Meat — Imported  ...  ...  436 J 

Home  Killed  ...  ...  244J 

Fresh  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Tinned  Meat  (except  Hams)  ...  ...  825 J 

Tinned  Hams  ...  ...  ...  ...  483 J 

Tinned  Fruit,  Vegetables,  Soups,  etc.  ...  2,173 
Tinned  Fish  ...  ...  ...  95 J 

Tinned  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 \ 

Cheese  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4J 

Dried  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Dried  Egg  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Preserves  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15^ 

Sweets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Jellied  Eels  and  Shellfish  ...  ...  116 

Turkeys  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Chicken  (Imported)  ...  ...  ...  64 

Total  .  4,907J  lbs. 


Condemned  food  is  collected  at  the  time  of  condemnation 
and  transported  to  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  where  it  is  buried 
after  tins  are  punctured  and  loose  foodstuffs  coloured,  unless 
the  quantity  and  condition  warrant  salvage  or  disposal  for 
animal  feeding. 

It  is  felt  that  a  good  deal  of  wastage  could  be  avoided 
particularly  in  regard  to  tinned  goods  if  greater  care  were 
exercised  in  handling,  packing  and  transportation.  Corner 
tins  in  wooden  boxes  are  often  punctured  by  nails  or  have 
seams  split  by  the  box  having  been  dropped  on  a  corner. 
The  packing  of  large  capacity  tins  in  flimsy  cardboard  con¬ 
tainers  frequently  results  in  damage  during  transit  and 
subsequent  condemnation. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


(a)  General  Sanitation  Visits 

Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  185 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  264 

Camping  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  ...  ...  2 

Eicensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 
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Refuse  Collection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  309 

Refuse  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Rodent  Control  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Atmospheric  Pollution  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Insect  Pest  Control  (Inspections)  ...  ...  25 

Insect  Pest  Control  (Disinfestations)  ...  ...  28 

Rag  Flock  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  99 

(b)  Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  83 

Houses  re-inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  122 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  48 

Houses  re-inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts  ...  12 

Houses  inspected  for  overcrowding  ...  ...  1 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  inspected  ...  ...  11 

Filthy  or  verminous  premises  disinfested  ...  34 

Council  Properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  236 

(c)  Infectious  Disease 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  3 

Visits  re  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

(d)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Slaughterhouse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  ...  ...  ...  47 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Other  Food  Preparing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  35 

Restaurants  and  Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Milk  Sampling  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits 

(including  disposal  of  condemned  food)  ...  133 

Laboratory  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

(e)  Additional 

Petroleum  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Heating  Appliance  (Regulations  1953)  ...  ...  5 

Shops  Act  (Closing  Hours)  ...  ...  ...  93 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,563 
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Notices 


Act 

Informal 

Fori 

Trial 

Served 

Complied 

Served 

Complied 

Public  Health  Acts  ... 

187 

178 

11 

13 

Housing  Acts 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Food  &  Drugs  Acts  ... 

29 

40 

5 

2 

Factories  Acts 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Shops  Acts 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

225 

221 

16 

15 

1 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES  TAKEN  DURING  1954 
IN  THE  SANDOWN-SHANKLIN  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Article  Sampled 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfatcory 

Lemonade  ... 

1 

— 

Ginger  Beer 

1 

— 

Fruit  Conserve 

1 

— 

Seedless  Raspberry  Jam 

1 

— 

Cooking  Fat 

1 

■ — 

Fish  Paste 

1 

— 

Cheese  and  Macaroni 

1 

1 

(ingredients  not 

stated) 

Morfat  Whipping 

1 

— 

Cherry  Conserve  ... 

1 

— 

Beef  Tea 

1 

— 

Fresh  Orange  Drink 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

— 

Cream  Ice  ... 

— 

2 

(insufficient  fat) 

Ice  Cream  ... 

4 

— 

Horseradish  Sauce 

11 

— 

Pure  Wheat  Embryo 

1 

— 

J  am 

1 

— 

White  Pepper 

1 

— 

Table  Jelly 

1 

■ — 

(Corn  Syrup 

Flavoured  milk 

1 

1 

labelled  as  glucose) 

23 


Tine  Iodine 

1 

— 

Amm.  Tine.  Quinine 

— 

1  (35%  deficient 

Boric  Acid  Ointment 

1 

of  ammonia) 

Double  Strength  Seidlitz 
Powder  B.P.C.  ... 

1 

Seidlitz  Powder  B.P. 

1 

— 

Confection  of  Senna  B.P.C. 

1 

— 

Children’s  Cough  Syrup 

1 

— 

Compound  Glycerine  of 
Thymol  B.P.C. 

1 

Friars  Balsam 

1 

— 

Sulphur  Ointment  B.P.  ... 

1 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  B.P. 

1 

— 

Totals 

33 

5 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  of  the  38  samples 
taken  5  were  unsatisfactory,  3  by  reason  of  their  composition 
and  two  by  reason  of  labelling  offences. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Weights  &  Measures  Inspector  of 
the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Council  (which  is  the  Food  &  Drugs 
Authority  for  the  Urban  District)  who  has  kindly  supplied 
the  above  particulars  of  samples  taken  in  the  Urban  District 
during  1954. 

Many  prepacked  commodities  sold  in  the  Sandown- 
Shanklin  area  are  sampled  in  other  parts  of  the  Island; 
therefore  the  actual  sampling  coverage  of  the  area  is  greater 
than  would  appear  from  the  above  figures. 


•V  -V  -v  *:r- 


. 


*  .  •  ■  /'  ■  -  S'  ?  ■  ■ 


...  V-*» 
•.  .{7£ 

c,v  '3 

■  -  - 


;::r* 

$8 


vftS 


JW 


